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First May's Proceedings, December l!h 1867. 



The Mississippi Mission Conference 
convened in the Marais street M. E. 
Church, New Orleans, on December 
19. 1867, at nine o'clock A. M., Bishop 
Ames presiding. 

The bishop opened the session with 
reading of the Scriptures, singing, 
and prayer. 

Rev. J. P. Newman, secretary of the 
previous session, called the roll, and 
the following brethren answered to 
their names: 

ELECTIVE ELDERS. 

J. P. Newman, W. M. Henry, 

N. L. Brakeman, Anthony Ross, 

R. K. Diossy, A. C. McDonald, 

W. N. Darnell, Scott Chinn, 

James Lynch, Henry Green. 

DEACONS OF THE SECOND YEAR. 

Emperor Williams. Win. Murrcll, 
Hardy Ryan, & M. Small, 
Thos. Kennedy, J. M. Bryant 

DEACONS OF THE FIRST YEAR. 

Eugene Royal, | James B. Feuner, 

Evans Green, Talbott Gibbs, 

Joseph Gould, Lev. Baker, 

Jas. Hay ward, Miles Proctor, 



I Robert Hodge, Thos. Anderson, 
Jack Goodwin. Moses Adams, 

| Edward Jackson, John Jones, 

j Eben. Hay ward, Wm Holmes. 

Rev. J. P.. Newman and Rev. James 
Lynch were both nominated for sec 
retary. Rev. James Lynch chosen. 

Hon. John Baldwin, of Berea, Ohio, 
was then introduced, and by vote of 
the Conference was requested to take 
part in the discussion of the subject 
of education, whenever it should be 
presented. 

The examination of effective elders 
was then taken up, and their charac- 
ters passed- 

Rev. N. L. Brakeman, presiding 
elder, gave a condensed statement of 
the work in the bounds of the New 
Orleans district, showing a large in- 
crease of members, and marked im- 
provement in all the temporal and 
spiritual int siesta of the Church. He 
thanked God for this year — it had 
been one of labor and affliction, but of 

joy also*^. 

Number of churches and chapels 
built during the year, 13; two had been 
purchased, and Wesley an hall, a 
large, substantial school building be- 
longing to Wesley chapel, had been 
built and dedicated — in all 16 build- 
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ings erected for God and his cause 
this year. Some tew of these were 
rudely constructed, built of logs, but 
accommodated the people, and though 
of moderate value in dollars and 
cents, were of incalculable worth as 
houses of worship, for in them scores 
of souls had been born to God. The 
erection and completion of the 
Ames Methodist Episcopal church in 
New Orleans marked an era in the 
progress of our cause in the Missis- 
sippi mission conference. It is said 
to have cost $50,000, and will accom 
modato a thousand hearers. 

It is important to call attention to 
facts and figures. One place accredit- 
ed last year with 60 members began 
this year with 14: another with 100 i 
reported began this year with 33. J 
Baton Rouge circuit stands accredited 
on the. minutes of last year with 2 
chnpels, and a total of 535 members 
and probationers; it began this year 
with a total of 186 members and pro- 
bationers, and but one church, and 
that one without seats, windowless, 
and but partially floored. 

Wesley Chapel stands upon the 
minutes credited last year with 3336 
members. There has been a very 
marked prosperity and increase in that 
society in the last twelve months, and 
yet we are able to report but nine hun- 
dred and thirty-six members this year; 
and by including three countryappoint- 
ments under its care only 1121 mem- 
bers. These statements are necessary 
to show how it happens that while the 
actual increase this year has been over 
2000 in the district, the minutes show 
but little over half that number added 
to the church. The increase of this 
year is more likely to be permanent 
from the fact that churches have been 
built at nearly all important points. 

Laharpe street Church was last I 
year credited with one hundred and j 
one members in all, and $3,780 00. 
There were but about thirty members, 
and they raised $780 00. 

Those were specimens of the correc- 
tions needed in last year's reports, in 
order to do justice to the labors and 
success of the pastors and churches 
this year. 

The table of statistics and the re- 
ports will give other interesting facts 
and figures which time will not allow 
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given here. Again he thanked God 
for the year, and would remember 
it in eternity. . 

tier. J P. Newman represented his 
church, which, though dependent for 
a congregation upon a transient popu- 
lation, was enjovinsc prosperity. He 
spoke of his per-onal afflictions and 
of the divine consolations which had 
enabled him to b^ar them- The mis- 
sionary society had appropriated 
$30,000 and the church extensi »n so- 
ciety $10,000 to the new church. 

Rev. W. M. Henry had been sur- 
rounded by the most embarrassing 
circumstances, but still had succeeded 
to an extent that called for thankful- 
ness. 

Rev. A. C. McDonald said that in 
his charge there had been prosperity. 
They had bought a nice property, a 
church, and two lots, for $5000, which 
is now valued at $6500, and the mem- 
bership had increased from nothing to 
nearly one hundred in all. But for 
the epidemic there would hav'o been a 
much larger increase. 

Rev. R K. Diossy, presiding elder 
of the Opelousas distr.ct, states 
] that the first six months of the 
j year were marked with great 
j prosperity. After this the epidemic 
! set in and prevailed extensively, and 
the work was arrested in its progress. 
He had paid much attention to the Sab- 
bath schools. The ministers had nearly 
all been f&ithful, and ministered to the 
people in their afflictions both to white 
and colored. 

Rev. W. N. Darnell, presiding elder 
of the Mississippi District took up 
each appointment on his work and 
gave an extended and very interesting 
account of his labors. The preachers 
had all been faithful and blessed with 
revivals. He believed they were with- 
out an exception, and the members 
too, thoroughly loyal to the church 
and government. He expected to leave 
the district and the conference, not be- 
cause he did not love the work and 
could not still be useful in it, h ut 
because of his long absence from his 
family, who could not be with him, and 
to whom he must now return. 

Question 3d of the general minutes 
44 Who are admitted into full con- 
nectionV was then taken up and the 
following brethren examined and ad- 



mitted: Anthony Ross, Henry Green, 
Scott Chinn, Emperor Williams , Hardy 
Ryan, Thomas Kennedy, William 
Murrell, Samuel M. Small, James M. 
Bryant. 

The time for the meeting and ad- 
journment of conference was fixed at 
9 A. M.and 1 o'clock P. M. 

Judge R. K. Howell, C, C. North, 
Kev. J. English and Rev. W. 
M. Daily were introduced to the con- 
ference. 

Rev. James Lynch, presiding elder 
of the South [Mississippi District rep- 
resented his work. He had been 
in the field only a little over 
five months. Was appointed to it 
by Bishop Simpson. He found his 
district almosc altogether unbroken j 
ground, and himself without resources, 1 
which would have been afforded had 
his work been anticipated by the presi- i 
dent of the last session of the Missis- i 
sippi Mission Conference. He had j 
encountered great opposition in the | 
work, which was not lessened in the j 
least by his well-known political status 
and sentiments. But notwithstanding 
the obstacles met with he had organ- j 
ized four circuits, procured three fine j 
building lots for church purposes; had \ 
employed rive preachers, and about . 
eighthundred members had been added ' 
to the church. He had traveled and 
spoken extensively in Mississippi in j 
the interests of "reconstruction' ' on | 
the congressional plan, and the people j 
had heard him gladly. He had done ' 



this conscientiously before God, and 
under a deep and solemn conviction 
that it was a duty he owed to his race 
and the country, and he had preached 
Jesus and the resurrection wherever 
he had gone. He had received in- 
struction from Bishop >impson to visit 
any place in Mississippi and Southern 
Alabama, and he had traveled and 
preached quite extensively in Brother 
Darnell's district, and also in the latter 
State visiting Mobile, Montgomery, 
and Selma, where there are fine open- 
ings for loyal Methodism if we only had 
the money to build churches. 

Rev. W. M Henry, R. K. Diossy, 
and H. Green were chosen conference 
stewards. The following committees 
were also appointed: 

Public Worship. — J. P. Newman, 
W. M. Henry, A. Ross. 

Education. — J. P. Newman, N. L. 
Brakeman, H Green. 

Sunday Schools. — R. K. Diossy, H 
Ryan, M. Small. 

Missions.— The presiding elders. 

Temperance. — N. L* Brakeman, A. 
C. McDonald, E. Williams. 

State of the Country. — J. P. New- 
man, N. L. Brakeman, A. Ross. 

Statistics. — R. K. Diossy, E. Wil- 
liams, and S. Chinn. 

Auditing Accounts — W. N. Darnell. 
W. ML Henry, E. Williams. 

Church Extension. — N. L. Brake- 
man, R. K. Diossy, A. O. McDonald. 

Conference then adjourned for the 
day. 



Second Day's Proceedings -Friday, December 20. 



Conference met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. Religious services by Rev. A. 
Ross. Roll called, minutes read and 
adopted, and conference proceeded to 



Question second of the general 
minutes was taken up, and the following 
brethren having passed a satisfactory 
examination were continued on trial, 
viz: Eugene Royal, Evans Green, 
Miles Proctor, Edward Jackson, E. 
Hayward, Joseph Gould, Talbott 
Jjibbs, Lev Baker, William Holmes, 
Moses Adams, John Jones, Robert 



Hodge, Thomas Anderson, James B 
Fenner, J. Hayward. 

Jack Goodwin was discontinued. 

Rev. W. M. Henry and R. K. Dios- 
sy offered the following : 

Resolved, That we at once proceed 
to the election of a representative to 
the general conference. That the 
vote be taken by raising the hand, and 
that the Rev. J. P. Newman be the 
, representative. 

A motion was made to postpone the 
election until to-morrow morning, 
| Motion lost. 
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On motion of A. C. McDonald, it 
was agreed to vote by ballot. 

R. K. Diossy and A. Ross were ap- 
pointed tellers. 

Bishop Ames decided that it was 
necessary for an elder to have traveled 
four full years in the Methodist Episco- 
pal church before he could be eligible 
to General Conference. 

J. P. Newman being the only repre- 
sentative nominated, and having re- 
ceived eleven votes, was declared 
elected. 

Rev. A. Ross who had been two 
years an elder and received into full 
connection the day before, was then 
elected, (by raising the hand), as 
alternate. 

Rev. A. C McDonald then offered 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the M ississippi Mis- 
sion conference having been organized 
on the great principles of equal rights, 
the common brotherhood of man, the 
oneness of believers in Christ, and the 
perfect equality of all men before the 
altar of God, and that recognizing as j 
we do the odiousness of all distinctions 
founded on cast, we declare as the es- 
tablished principle of this conference 
that we are and will remain unalter- 
ably opposed to all distinctions made 
in the house of God on account of race 
or color. 

After an exciting discussion (in 
which allusions were made to the dis- 
* tincti^ns on account of race, and color, 
made in the Ames Methodist Episco- 
pal Church on the day of its dedication) 
and some remarks by the Bishop, the 
resolution was adopted unanimously. 

Hon. John Baldwin whs then in- 
vited to address the conference, and 
did so, giving account of th* educa- 
tional enterprise on the Teche in which 
he is engaged. He said there had been 
two points suggested to his mind for the 
location — Georgia and Louisiana. His 
own preferences were for the latter, 
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and he came to New Orleans prospect- 
ing. He found no opening, however ; 
nothing in which he felt it was safe to 
educational capital ; no one 
ith himself as to the 
Bnterprise. He con- 
eluded "this was not the place, had de- 
termined to go to Atlanta, Ga.. and 
with his overcoat on his arm was leav- 
ing the city, when he met Rev. 
N. L. *Brakeman returning from the 
country. They had never met before, 
but seemed to know each other at 
once, and he soon found their views 
harmonized. He spent the day with 
Mr. Brakemau, planning for the I 
school and its location, and before 
night they had the "institution" all 
upon paper. Their plans laid, we \j 
.presiding elders of this conference *J 
were each appointed a "commit te«-" 
to search for a site, and he returned 
to Ohio. Finally, Brother Diossy found 
the "Darby Plantation" was in market 
and Bro. Baldwin received two let- 
ters from Brother Brakeman (who bad 
been over the place repeatedly during 
the war, and knew it well), highly re 
commending the site, and urging him 
to come and see it. which he-did, and 
bought it for $20,000. He now pro- 
\ poses to donate thirty acres of that 
place, containing the residence and 
j outbuildiugs, to this conference, and 
I add enough to it in improvements to 
make $20,000" educational capital. 
This he proposed to do now, and 
hoped to add still more, as God shall 
prosper him. He hoped to build up 
an institution that should be a bless- 
ing to all, irrespective of races or 
sexes. & 

Revs. R. K. Diossy and James 
Lynch were added to the committee 
on education. Rev. Scott Chinn was 
added to the committee on public 
worship. On motion, the conference 
adjourned with the benediction by Rev. 
Henry Green. 
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Third Dag's Proceedings— Saturday, December 21. 



Conference met pursuant to adjourn- j 
meiit. Religious services conducted ! 
by Rev. E Williams. On motion W. ! 
M. Henry was elected treasurer of the 
conference. The following local 
preachers were elected to deacon's 
orders: Israel Merriweather, Daniel 
James, David S. Green, Alexander 
Phillips, Alfred Handy, Presley Yar- 
borough, Peter Clark, Joseph Gould, 
Thomas Keith, James Brown, Levi 
Johnson, Israel Jones, M. B. Avery, 
Abraham Hilton, John Lee, Evans 
Green, Amos Gunby, Wesley Jones, 
Washington Drake, Owen Jones, 
Jesse Fern, Henry Sims, George Ste- 
phens, Charles Downs, Horace Wal- 
lace, and Edmund Scarborough. 

The fifth question of the general 
minutes was then taken up, and the 
following brethren were elected to 
elder's orders : James M. Bryan, 
Samuel M. Small, Thomas Kenuedy, 
William Murrell, Hardy Ryan, and 
Emperor Williams. 

The first question of general min- 
utes was then taken up, and the fol- 
lowing brethren were admitted <>n 
trial: Wesley Jones, Jesse Fern, 
Alfred Handy, Georgo ' Dobson, An- 
thony Williams, Alexander Phillips, 

— z ft* 



David 8. Green. Edmund Scarborough, 
Levi Johnson, Moses B. Avery, Pres- 
ley Yarborough, A. Hilton, and 
T nomas Keith. 

James M> Vance, an elder from the 
African Zion Methodist Episcopal 
church, was admitted to full member- 
ship in the conference, and his orders 
recognized. 

Rev. James Lynch then offered the 
following prearnole and resolution : 

Whereas, Brother John Baldwin, 
the well known philanthropic Method- 
ist layman, has purchased, and pro- 
poses to donate to this conference, a 
beautiful site on the Teche river of 
thirty acres of ground, and the build- 
ings thereon, for educational purposes, 
and to be controlled by this confer- 
ence ; therefore. 

Resolved, That the hearty thanks 
of this conference be and are hereby 
tendered to Mr. Baldwin for his Chris- 
tian liberality, which will be an endur- 
ing monument to his name. 

Adopted unanimously aftej some 
appropriate and very excellent re- 
marks from Brother Lynch. 

Appointments for Sabbath were 
re.ad, and conference adjourned. 



Fourth Day's Proceedings -Monday December 23. 



Conference met pursuant to ad- 
journment. Religious services con- 
ducted by Rev. Ht mry Green. Roll 
called, minutes read and approved. 
The committee on education present- 
ed their report. 

United states of America, State of Lo uislana, 

ransh of Orleans, City of New Orleans. 

Be it known that on this twenty first day 
o December, in the year of our Lord one 
tuouaand eight hundred and sixty-seven, 
n? , m ^he independence of the United 
Mates of America then inety-second, ! 

iJeforeme, Henry C. Dibble, a Notary Pu» 
afnrl! ^ ^ or the cit y^ P» r ish and State 
aioresaid, duly commissioned and qualified, 
iftl* tlle ? resen ce of tl)e witnesses herein- 
ttter named and undersigned, 

Personally came and appeared, John Bald- 
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Lynch, Rufus K. Howell, Rufus K. Diossy, 
John Page, Nelson L. Btakeman, Fletcher 
J. Em ley, who for themselves, their associ- 
ates and. successors did and do declare that, 
availing themselves of the provisions of an 
act of the legislature of this State, provid- 
ing for the organization of corporations for 
li eiary, fcicntific, religious and charitable 
put poses, approved the 14th day of March, 
! 1855; and. pursuant to a resolution of the 
Mississippi Mission Conference, dated this 
day, 

They have covenanted and agreed to 
form, and by these preseuts do form and 
constitute a body corporate in law for the 
purpsoses hereinafter stated, with powers to 
have and use a common seal, to sue and be 
sued, and to do all aud every necessary act 
to carry out the objects of this association, 
not repugnant to the constitution aud laws 
of the United States, the constitution and 



the provisions of 
ti<»n, and for the pur- 
the objects and intend 
id in corporators they 
following Articles and 



laws of this State, no 
ih's act of inco: 
pose of carr> in; 
tious of the nf 
have estabiishec 
Constitution : 

Article 1. This institution shall be known 
as the Tkomsou University. 

Art. 2. The ciomh-.ilf of this corporation 
shall be in the city of New Orleans and^ 
State of Louisiana. ' 

Art. 3. Th j c n-poratioii shall have and 
enjoj succession by its corporate name for 
twenty-tive years. 

Art. 4. The objects of the association are 
declared to be to provide for the Christian 
education of the people without distinction 
as to races or sexes. The corporation shall 
have power to purchase, hold, receive, sell, 
transfer and convey under its corporate 
name every species of property, both r<-al 
and personal, which may be given or be- 
queathed to it for educational or other 
funds, and to make and establish such by- 
laws for its government as may be necessary 
and proper. 

Art. 5. Ail notices, citations and legal 
processes shall be served oh the President 
ot the Board of Trustees, hereinafter pro- 
vided for. 

A*rt. 6. A Board of Trustees, eonsisting 
of nine persons, shall be elected by the An- 
nual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in the United States of America, 
within whose bounds the Thomson Univer- 
sity is situated. This Board of .Trustees 
shall be divided into three classes, to wit: 
The first class shall be elected for the term 
of three years, the second class for the term 
of two years, the third class for the term of 
one year, and the vacancies occurring in 
said Board of Trustees shall be filled an- 
nually by the said Annual Conference. No 
one shall be eligible as a member of the 
Board of Trustees who is not a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in good 
and regular standing. 

Art. 7. The Board of Trustees are pro- 
hibited from contracting any d< j bt of more 
than one thousand dollars ($1000), nor shall 
there be any disbursements of the funds of 
the University, except by order of the 
Trustees. 

Art. 8. The Board of Trustees shall an- 
nually elect, at the first regular meeting in 
the month of January, its own officers, 
consisting of a President, a Vice President, 
a Secretary, and a Treasurer. These officers 
shall act until their successors are chosen. 

In shall be the duty of the President to 
preside at all meetings of the Board, to call 
special meetings, at the request of three or 
more members, to draw orders on the Trea- 
surer as the Board may direct, and to dis- 
charge all other duties pertaining to his 
office. 

It shall be the duty of the Vice President 
to discharge all the duties of the" President 
in his absence, and in the absence of both 
President and Vice President, a presiding 
officer shall be elected pro tempore. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
make and preserve a record of the proceed- 



ings of the Boarc 
respoinh'nce. 

It shall be tht j 
take charge of til 
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the trustees, and si 



luty of the Treasurer to 
funds of the u» lve y\S; 
5 for the security of the 
ay require. He shall 
inly upon the order ot, m 
itl" make to the board 
and to the conference, an annual report ot 
the finance* of the institution. ,J 

Art. 9. Tie? Board of Trustees shall have 
power to appoint in such a manner as incy 
may deem expedient, a pres dent ot the 
uuiver-itv, together with such prolessors ^ 
and instructors as may at any tune oene- e 
cessary to form afacu-ty for the instruction 
of students. The trustees have also powers 
to organize such departments instruction 
as pertain to a university. . . 

Art. 10. The Annual Conference, within 
whose bounds said university i« situate, 
together with all other patronizing Coure^ ^ 
dices may appont anuua lv a Board of \ tut- 
ors, c-»nsistingof three of i's members, who 
may attend the annual meeting of he board 1 
as advisory thereto, provided that said trus- 
tees and visitors shall not be paid tor their 
services, nor tor their traveling expenses iu 
attending the meeting of the board. 

Art. 11. The anneal meeting ot the Board 
of Trustees snail be held on the first Tin s- 
day of the m<>nth of January of each year. 

Art. 12. This constitution may be amended 
upon the recommendation of the Boat M of 
Trustees, or of the annual conference by a 
two-thirds vote of said annual conference, 

Thus done and passed in my office, uOfam ■ 
Orleans, this 21st day of December, 1*07, in 
presence of J. N. A. Wilson, and Terence 
Wolfe, witnesses of lawful age, resideUSpr 
this city, who sign with the parties and me 
notary. ; 

John Baldwin, J. P. Newman, Cvrus Bus- 
sev, James Lynch, R. K. Howell, K. K. 
Dn s^v, John Page, X. L. Brakeman, P^J. 
Em ley. 

HENRY C. DIBBLE, 
Notary Public. 

Witnesses : 

J. X. A. Wilson, 

Terenck Wolf. 

Having examined the within act of incor- 
poration, I am of opinion that the purposes 
and objects of the same are legal, and that 
none ot its provisions are coutrary to law. 
I therefore approve the same. 

C. H. LUZENBERG, 
District Att'y of the First J udicial District, 
State of Louisiana. 
New Orleans, La., Dec. 26, 1867. 
Mortgage Office. — The undersigned 
Deputy Recorder of Mortgages for this* 3 par- 
ish and city of New Orleans, La., certifies 
that the above act of incorporation was this 
day recorded iu his otiice, iu Book Societv 
No. 7, folios 30, 31, 32, 33. society 
A. DUCATEL, JR. 

Deputy Recorder. 
New Orleans, Dec. 31, 1867. 



On motion of J. P. Newman, the 
charter of the ''Thomson University " 
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was accepted unanimously. The fol- 
lowing named persons were elected 
Trustees of the Thomson University, 
nitrndy, John Baldwin, J P. Newman, 
I (yrus Busaey, James Lynch, R. \i. 
Howell, K. K. Diossy, John Page, N. 
L. Brakeman, F. J. Emley. 

The president of the Orphans' Home 
presented t\w following report, which 

1 was accepti d : 

REPORT OF THE ORPHANS* HOME. 

In compliance with a resolution 
passed by this conference at its last 
session the following annual report 
is herewith submitted as to the con- 
dition and prospects of the Orphans' 
Home of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Louisiana: 

A year ago there was some un- 
certainty as to the financial success 
of this important enterprise. It is 
generally known that M. De Bos 
siere, of France, had generously of- 
fered $10,000 to the institution, pro- 

I viding the same was increased to 
$30,000 by January 1, 1867. But 
January came and we had failed to 
raise the $20,000. It was a trying 
hour, but we were unwilling to sub- 
mit to defeat without further effort. 
Helled by the necessities of the 
case I wrote to M. De Bossiere for 

1 f »n extention of time, which he very 
kindly granted, and on the first of 

f April, 1861, we had the great satis- 
faction to deposit in the Bank of 
America, in New Orleans, the sum 
of $20,000, which secured to us the 
$10,000 offered by M. De Bos- 
8 >ore. This achievement was a cause 
of sincere joy to the friends of the 
Home, and of devout gratitude to 
M It is proper . to state that the 
?-0,000 was raised principally in 
the North, and we are specially in- 
debted to Major General O. O. How- 
ard for a munificent donation, and 
ior lesser sums to dear friends in 
flew England, New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Illinois. May God bless 
them. J 

As M. De Bossiere stipulated that 
*e $30,000 shall be expended in 
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the purchase of a farm 
provernent, we ha 
complied with his 
have made the purchase. 

TJiree miles from the small town 
of Franklin by land, and thirteen 
by water, is the well-l 
Place." Its late pro 
name it bears, was 
twelve hundred slaves, employed ,q|i 
his several plantations, and through- 
out the parish of St. Mary he was 
noted for buying the "worst niggers 
in the country." This place was 
his favorite resort, where he lived 
like a prince. With a front on the 
Bayou Teche of one-half a mile, and 
extending thence to the Westward 
two miles, the plantation consists 
of nearly eighteen hundred, arpents. 
Bounded by the parish road on the 
west, and the bayou on the ease, are 
about forty acres. Here stood the 
family mansion until fired by the 
troops in the late war; but the gar- 
den remains rich and fruitful as 
ever. To the south of the garden 
is a fine pasture field, capable of 
feeding all the stock needed for the 
Home; while to the north is the su- 
gar mill, forty feet wide and one 
hundred and eighty feet long, and 
is valued at seven thousand dollars. 
Near the mill are ten wooden cabins 
and two stone ones, formerly the 
slaves' quarters. Down along the 
banks of the Teche are massive 
live-oaks whose branches are cov- 
ered with moss, and which cast a 
grateful shade; and at intervals are 
lofty pecan trees, laden with nuts. 
Here, on these forty acres, is to be 
the home of our orphans; here their 
schoolhouse, their work shop, and 
their play grounds. On the oppo- 
site side of the parish road is a 
field of over seven hundred acres, 
rich sugar land, encjpsed with an 
osage orange hedge on three sides, 
while beyond are more than nine 
hundred acres of woodland, on 
which is much valuable timber. 
Amid the oaks and cypresses flows 
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a small bayou, where the gar fish 
floats lazily along, and the alligator 
basks in the sunshine. On the east- 
ern bank of the stream is a good 
steam sawmill, and also a draining 
machine, which may be used to re- 
deem hundreds of acres of what is 
now swamp land. I 

On the 17th of September last, 
this noble plantation was purchased 
by the managers of the Orphans' 
Home, for fourth thousand dollars; 
and the value of the place is in- 
creased by the fact that it adjoins 



but for the present we 
upon the gifts oi our 



expenses, 

must rely up«u & — 

friends. At this moment w r e " ee( * 
clothing- for the children. Will not 
our friends respond? Soon with 
God's blessing we shall have enough 
from the rich lands he has given us. 
To him we are indebted for our past 
' success, and to him shall bo the 
praise from the lips of the thousand* 
of orphans who in the coming years 
shall here find a home. 

There are at present in the Hon 
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(1 over eighty orphans, varying in a|$ 

on the south the "Darby Plantation," ! from one to fifteen, and ot whom 
recently purchased by Mr. John twenty-six are girls, and htty-iour 
Baldwin for a theological and liter- j are boys. These children are ted, 
ary institution. Here, then, on the [ clothed, and educated and brought 
verdant banks of the Teche, charity up in the nurture and admonition oi 
and education join hands for the the Lord. During the year we have 
elevation of the race, while religion had the misfortune to lose by death, 
shall sanctify and smile upon the Madam De Mortier, who was our 
union. Here the orphan will pass j first matron, and who had done 
from his asylum to the college, and, ! much toward the advancement of 



if God calls, to the theological 
school. Here will be a centre of 
power to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the Southwest, and as it 
is but five hours' ride by rail from 
New Orleans, it is sufficiently near 
to be under the patronage of this 
great metropolis. It is our purpose 
to prepare immediately for the re- 
ception of our orphans, and we trust 
that a building will soon be reared 
which will be commodious, orna- 
mental, and a monument for future 
years to look upon. As managers 
of this Christ like institution, we 
rejoice that having paid for . our 
plantation fourteen thousand dollars, 
we have the handsome balance of 
sixteen thousand dollars for perma- 
nent improvements. But our friends 
should remember that not a dollar 
of this balance can be expended for 
current expenses, as the chief donor 
stipulated thj,t not less than thirty 
thousand dollars should be expended 
for a permanent home for the or- 
phans and its improvement. In a 
year or two we may have a revenue 
from the farm sufficient for current 



the Home; but Providence has fa- 
vored us with a successor who is 
every way qualified for her respon- 
sible position, and we do not doubt 
that Mrs. Roberts will be a mother 
to the motherless children placed 
under her care. 

New Orleans^ December 19, 1867. 

The president of Thomson Biblical 
institute presented the following re- 
port, which was adopted : 

THOMPSON BIBLICAL INSTITUTE ANNUAL 

REPORT FOR 1867. 

The Thomson Biblical Institute 
has passed through successfully the 
second year of its existence. During 
that time fifteen students have been 
in attendance, twelve of whom have 
been supported from the funds of 
the Institute. 

All of them were once slaves, and 
but few of them could read or 
write when the term commenced- 
but possessing good natural gifts" 
they have applied themselves with 
assiduity, and their improvement is 
alike creditable to themselves and 
their teachers. 
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The course of instructions has em- 
braced reading", spelling, writing 
arithmetic, grammar, and Watson's 
Theological Institutes. Commenda- 
ble proficiency has been made in all 
these branches, while the progress 
in spelling, English grammer, and 
Watson's Institutes is especially 
gratifying. Two of the students, 
who at the beginning of the year 
could read but indifferently in words 
of one and two sylables, are now 
well advanced in Pinneo's grammer. 
The class in Watson's Institute 
has advanced to the second part, 
and they are deeply interested in 
the study "of this profound work. 
There are, of course, portions of it 
beyond their grasp, but they are 
laying hold of many of its great 
thoughts, and their profiting will 
doubtless appear when they shall 
have entered upon the work of the 
ministry. 

Among these students are some 
young men of more than ordinary 
promise. Having grown up in sla- 
very under circumstances in which 
to be seen with a book exposed them 
to fearful punishment, the expedi- 
ents to which some of them resorted 
m order to gain the rudiments of an 
education, form a story of thrilling 
interest. We feel assured that if 
the church at large could know the 
gratitude manifested by these young 
men for the privileges they' enjoy, 
tieir earnest application to their 
studies, their great anxiety toim- 
P r °ve, their steady advancement, 
M zeal in their Sabbath labors, 
Nere would be an immediate in- 
case of interest in the education 
« colored ministers. The colored 
People of the South are rapidly ris- 
j,' 0tt V n morals ane civilization, 
™a an educated ministry for them 
w a soon become one of the neces- 
sities of the times. 



The establishment of the Biblical 
Institute proves to have been a 
step in the right direction. The 
class of last year, of whom most 
were received in our conference at 
its last session, dias furnished us 
with some of our most laborious 
and successful preachers. The pres- 
ent class is larger; composed of 
younger men, and is equally or more 
promising 

The annual examination of the 
students took place on the evenings 
of July 29th and 30th, in the Fir's t 
Street Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in the presence of a large audience^ 
Rev. Messrs. Newman, Brakeinan' 
Diossy, Green, Chiim, and Baker, 
and Hon. Rufus Waples were pres- 
ent. The students were examined 
by Brother McDonald in spelling, 
reading, arithmetic, grammar, and 
Watson's Institutes — first , part 
Their spelling was good: in English 
grammar they were very good ; and 
in Watson's Institutes they evinc- 
ed careful reading, and very fair 
understanding of their author. It 
is scarcely credible that young men 
who twelve months ago could 
neither read nor write, can under- 
stand Watson ; yet we will venture 
the remark, that their examination 
in this study will compare favora- 
bly with that of first year confer- 
ence candidates in the North. 

On the evening, of July 31st, 
Westly chapel was filled to over- 
flowing by members of our church, 
to witness xhe literary exercises of 
the students. Prayer was offered 
by the Rev. A. Ross. Students read 
essays, and delivered orations. For 
nearly three hours the delighted 
audience remained, evincing their 
approval by frequent and loud ap- 
plause. 

New Orleans, Dec. 23, 1867. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT OF THb itiUMrayp 
BIBLICAL INSTITUTE FOR THE YEAR 
1861. 

CI. By amount of cash on hand Jan- 

uary 1, 1867 $25W y& 

Dr. To Notaries' services 13 00 

ationery 



rav'ng expe 
L'av'ng exp'i 



Mossy 
>onakl 



9 90 
19 75 
25 00 
25 00 
203 00 
189 00 
121 00 



« Aid given to 

" Amos Gunb] 

= Elisha Hopk 

f " Charles Washington 136 00 

» « William Chase J™ °° 

« « Abraham Hilton 203 00 

f < Weslev Johnson 169 00 

< « Felix Lander 170 00 

< « Fletcher T. Chinn 126 00 

< « Lafayette Reuben 30 85 

< « S.H.Scott • 101 15 I 

i «, John Wesley 130 00 

« « E. .Turner lb uu 

$1966 65 

Balance on hand December 19, 1867 $597 30 



of a re 
His ex- 
teacher had 



J. P.NEWMAN 

Acting Treasurer. 

Rev. J. P. Newman made a state- 
ment of receipts and expenditures in 
the publication of the New Orleans 
Advoeate. 

Bishop Ames followed in some re 
marks upon the importance 
ligious paper in the family, 
perience as 

taught him to value the newspaper 
among children as a help to improve- 
ment in reading. His experience as 
pastor and preacher had taught him to 
value the religious paper as a great 
auxiliary to the ministry. He spoke 
of the wonderful increase in our church 
literature and its power for good, and | 
ho£>ed the New Orleans Advocate would 
be well sustained. At the close of 
his remarks the Bishop called upon 
Rev- James Lyn^h, formerly the edi- 
tor of the Christian Recorder, in Phil- 
adelphia, who made some excellent re- 
marks on religious journals in general, 
and upon the New Orleans Advocate in 
particular, and of its beneficial influ- 
ence in Mississippi, and upon the col- 
ored people generally. Several 
preachers spoke upon the subject, and 
were emphatic in their devotion to the 
Advocate, and favored its continuance. 

Rev. James English, an elder in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church south, 
was admitted on a certificate of lo- 
cation from the Mississippi conference 
of said church. 

The committee on Sunday schools j 
submitted the following report: | 



The Rev. R. K. Diossy, from the 
Committee on Sunday Schools, pie- 
sented the subjoined report : 

As the representative of Him wno 
said, "Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, tne 
church cannot escape from her respon- 
sibility for the young, and at this day 
it is worse than folly to neglect them, 
for such a course the Lord Jesus will 
not hold us guiltless. Experience has 
demonstrated that this field is most 
wide in results. The church or pastor 
that cares for the children will surely 
be successful. Multitudes of our 
churches and some of the strongest in 
the connection, were born in the hum- 
ble Mission Sunday School room, and 
we have heard from a member of this 
conference that he failed to get the 
attention of the people among whom 
he was sent to labor, until he gathered 
the children of the place and or&nedV 
a school. When a shepherd desires to 
draw the flocks after him, he takes in 
his arms, a little lamb, and moving off, 
the dam and its mates readily follow. 
There is danger that in the great suc- 
cess we are enjoying, so wonderfully 
gathering our thousands into this in- 
fant Conierence— that we may neglect 
to lay deep the foundations of our 
work, and thus risk its permanence 
and power. The future must be in our 
a great ' plans, we are building for all time, and 
1 it is of the utmost importance that the 
members of this conference go to their 
fields of labor, in the city and country 
with an understanding of what is re- 
quired of them. In view of the great 
importance of the Sunday School work 
to us, your Committee have prepared 
and respectfully propose for your ac- 
tion, the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That each preacher be 
instructed — in accordance with the re- 
quirements of our discipline to estab- 
lish Sunday Schools wherever ten 
children can be collected. 

2. Resolved, That our preachers be 
required to attend the sessions of his 
Sunday School and do all in his power 
to make its exercises instructive and 
attractive. 

3. Resolved, That where a Sunday 
School cannot be organized the prea a- 
er shall devote a portion of his regular 
service to the children. 

4. Resolved, That we consider it the 
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duty of church members, especially 
official brethren, so far as possible, to 
attend the Sunday School to receive 
instructions themselves, and to assist 
in teaching others. 

5. Resolved, That we return our 
thanks to the S. S. Union of the M. E. 
Church, for its timely, much needed 
grants of Sunday School books, during 
the past year. 

Resolved, That hereafter in the exam- 
ination of a preacher's character it 
shall be asked: "Have you established 
Sunday schools at all your appoint- 
ments, and instructed your local 
preachers and exhorters to do the 
same, and if not, why not?" 

Be?. R. K- Diossy submitted the 
following report on day schools: 

Report on day schools for Opelousas 
District, 1867. 

CIRCUITS. 

Donaldsonville, 4 day schools, 26 



scholars, 3 night schools, 65 scholars. 

Raised for teachers, $440. 

Thibodaux, 3 day schools, 180 schol- 
ars, 2 night schools, 35 scholars. 

Franklin, 4 day schools, 312 schol- 
ars, 3 night schools, 100 scholars. 

St. Martinville, 1 day school 115 
scholars. 

Opelousas, 2 day schools, 120 shol- 
ars, 1 night school, 30 scholars. 
Alexandria, 3 day schools, 180 schol- 
ars. 

Natchitoches, 1 clay school, « 0 schol- 
ars, 1 night school, 20 scholars. 

(Shreveport, 1 day school. 80 scholars. 

Washita, 1 day school, 60 scho »rs. 

Total, 16 day schools, 1367 scholars, 
10 night schools, 250 scholars. 

Received from Methodist Episcopal 
Teachers Aid Society aid for two 
schools, Thibet and Franklin, $10 a 
month each for four months. 

On motion the conference adjourned. 



Fifth Day's Proceedings — Tuesday 9 December 24. 



by 



Conference met pursuant to adjourn 
ment. 

Religious services conducted 
Rev. Thomas Kennedy. 

Minutes read and approved, and con- 
ference proceeded to business. 

The committee on missions made 
the following report, which was 
adopted: 

New Orleans district $2000 - 

Wesley Chapel 

Marais street 

First street 7 7. . . 7. 7. 7 7 '. *. 

Parpet and Carroll [ton . ........ 7. .7 200 

sixth street an d Jefferson 400 

J °et street 400 

Laharpe street / . . 77. . . 7 

Baton Rouge .7.7.7 100 

tlinton 

Pass Christian'.'.!! 
Gainesville 

Mandeville 7/7.7. 200 

Live ^k 77::/::/;;:: ioo 

t. Totai -... 

Fourth district. 



200 
400 



.$4000 
. 1000 



Nona* district $2000 

&Sl* nvm « 200 

* hll >ociaux 250 

Ho ^ •7:7/777.7 2o2 



Franklin 

St.. Marti (is vil le 260 

Opelousas 150 

Holuiesville . 200 

Alexandria 150 

Natchitoches 150 

Shreveport <t . . 250 

Oueehita 200 

Morehouse > 

Total $4000 

Jackson district $2000 * 

Vicksburg X 200 

Yazoo City 200 

Jackson 400 

Canton 200 

Brandon 100 

Durant 100 

Meridian 200 

Enterprise 200 

Shuguba 200 

Macon 200 

Total $4000 

Holly Springs district $2000 • 

Grenada 200 

Oxford 200 

Holly Springs 200 

Corinth .... 200 

Aberdeen 200 



Columbus . 



200 



f«vt*l $ 3200 

New Orleans *4000 

Opelonsas: 4000 

Jackson 4000 

Holly Springs J200 ^ ^ 

Contingent lor Holly Springs and 

OpeloiHHS. $400 each 800 

Fourth -District 1000 

' Total $17,000 

R. K. DIOSSY, Secretary. 

Conference proceeded to fix the 
place of holding its next session, and 
after some discussion, Wesley Chapel, 
in Now Orleans, was chosen as the 
seat of next conference. 

Rev. N, L. Brakeman presented 
the following report on temperance; 
which was adopted: 

Christian temperance is a broad subject, 
and applies to man's whole nature, phys- 
ical, intellectual, and moral. It controls 
his words, temper, and conduct. In eating 
and drinking, toiling and sleeping, in 
thinking, feeling, and acting, Christian? re 
quires us to be sober, chaste, moderate — to 
do all things to the alory of God. to Subject 
the whole mau to wholesome discipline, to 
preserve our members in sanctification and 
honor, to keep our bodies under, to defile 
not that temple of God. and to briug every 
thought into captivity to the law of Chris . 
There m .y be lust in a look impurity in a 
thought, murder in an emotion, and gross 
intemperance in temper and passion. 

But cur report is expected to deal par 
ticularly with one branch of the subject, 
namely, the use of iatoxicating liquors as a 
beverage. The amount of liquor consumed 
by the American people annually is almost 
^fabulous. The commissioners appointed to 
revise the revenue system of the country 
estimate that from 42.000.000 to 45.000,000 
gallons of distilled spirits are consumed 
each year. In addition to this, about 186,- 
000,000 gallons of fermented liquors and 
about 10,000,000 of imported liquors are 
also drank. The amount of revenue de- 
• rived by the government from the liquor 
trade amounts to nearly $48,000,000. The 
retail cost of these liquors, as paid by the 
consumers, is estimated to be not less than 
$500,000,000, annual amount sufficient to 
pay the whole of our national debt in a 
little more than five years. But enough of 
Ggure8 ; they are powerless. 

It is useless at this date to dwell upon 
the evils of intemperance, or array statis- 
tics upon the treasure it has wasted, the 
widows and orphans it has made, the 



crimes and sufferings of which it has been 
the occasion, or the bodies and souls it bag 
sent to the grave and perdition. 

Ir is an alarming fact that ibis great evil 
is rapidly inereasing throughout the coun- 
try—especially in the South, where it ii 
making sad inroads upon oar church and 
people— and we can not. allow this confer- 
ence to pass without calling the attention 
of our ministers, traveling and local, to 
this subject, and lifting a warning voice to I 
;he churches and society against this great- 
est curse of our land. 

We PubraH'the following resolutions for 
your action : 

1. Resolved. That we call upon all our 
pastors tit* ?.t 'o see that they keep them- 
selves clear of this evil, and then that they 
have a special watchful care over our 
peop'e and members in regard to this vice. 
It must be staid by some means, speedily. 

2. Resolved. That we require all our pas- 
tors to preach against the evil of intem- 
ance in each of their appointments at least 
twice during the year, and to instruct our 
members in the general rule which pro- 
hibits drunkenness, buying and selling 
spiritous liquors, or drinking them except 
in ca«e of extreme necessity. 

Mrs. Roberts matron of the Orphans' 
Home, appeared in the conference 
room, and on motion of N. L. Brake- 
man, received from the preachers a 
nice contribution to enable her to give 
the orphans a Christmas dinner. 

The committee on statistics pre- 
sented their report which was adopted. 
See opposite table. 

After the adoption of the above re- 
port, showing that Mississippi mission 
conference had more than doubled its 
numbers the last year, Bishop Ames 
read from the Northwestern Christian 
Advocate, commenting as he read, an 
an abstract from the general minutes, 
showing the wonderful progress of the 
church, and its present prosperity as 
follows: 

Traveling preachers, eight thousand 
and four; local preachers, nine thou- 
sand four hundred and nine; churches, 
eleven thousand one hundred and twen- 
one; value, thirty-five millions eight 
hundred and eighty- eight thousand 
four hundred and thirty-niue dollars; 
parsonages, three thousand five hun- 
dred and seventy; value in full, five 
million three hundred and sixty-one 
thousand two hundred and ninety -five; 
members, nine hundred and seventy- 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
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Mississippi District-Circuits. 

V lcksburg 
Yazoo city, 
Jackson. 
Canton... 

Meridian 

Shngabah 

Macon...... 

Columbus, 
Aberdeen 
Guntown, 

Corinth 

Holly 8prings. 
Oxford.; 6 

Grenada. 

Cuchada circuit, 



South Miss. District— Ciucuits. 
Enterprise 
Shubuta. 
Clintoa 
Durant. 
Panola. 



Jtommary II200I 225 9 47 ' 21 



~ 13,309 

probationers jl855 

Local Preachers 127 

Adults Baptized 1,101 

infants Baptized - 1 009 

Conversions 1,480 

Deaths T4.2 

Churches '"ZZl 

Parsonage s 

^ a °olhouses^.,Ji.7.'*^"^* ***""*"***"T* g 



Probable Value / $200. 

Collections for Bible Society 

Missionary Society 

Sunday School Union. 



Tract Society, 
Church extension SocietyA 
Number of Sunday Schools. 
Officers and Teachers 

Scholars 

Volumes in Library... 



44 00 
186 03 
49 50 
22 00 
3 50 
73 
243 
4,165 
1,790 



Advocates taken 639 

Sunday School Papers taken 1,040 

Total of Money raised $23,255 20 

16,104 
7,899 

8,205 



Members and Probationers 

Members and Probationers last year... 



Gain., 
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six; probationers, seventy-four thou- 
sand two hundred and fifteen; doaths, 
twelve thousand four hundred and sev- 
enty-five; baptisms (adults), fifty-nine 
thousand and eighty-three; infants, 
forty-two thousand six hundred and 
fifty-eight; total baptisms, one hun 
ered and forty-one thousand seven 
hundred and forty-one 

Sunday Schools, fifteen thousand 
three hundred and forty-one; S. S. 
Teaehers, one hundred and seventy- 
four thousand nine hundred and forty- 
five; S. S. Scholars, one million eighty- 
one thousand eight hundred and nine- 
ty-one; volumes in Library,, two mil- 
lions seven hundred and eighty-four 
thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
five; Benevolent Collections, nine hun- 
dred and thirty-three thousand three 
hundred and eighteen dollars and 
twenty-five cents. 

The doxology was then sun^ amid 
shouting and tears of joy. 

Rev. N. L. Brakeman then offered 
the report upon the state of the 
country when W. N. Darnell moved 
to dismiss the committee on the state 
of the country, and dispense with the 
offered report, which motion, after 
some remarks by Bishop Ames, was 
carried. 

Rev. James Lynch then made some 
very appropriate remarks, and offered 
the following preamble and resolution: 

Whereas, The portion of country 
embraced within the bounds of this 
conference is politically disorganized, 
and threatened with anarchy; 

Resolved, That we recognize as 
among our highest duties that of pro- 
moting peace and harmony among 
all classes, and of restoring the South 
to the Tedesal Union on a basis of 
civil and political equality without re- 
gard to race or color. 

Rev. N. L. Brakeman moved to 
amend the above by adding to it the 
second resolution in the report on the 
state of the country, just rejected, 
which read as follows: 

2. Resolved, That we call upon the 
genera government to see to it that 

t fl KT t en i ab L e rights P^claimed and 

iXtt > ^fcfters, and en- 

S^TTnif J «f T m thG co ^titution of 

Z n a t- StateS !' and ^asserted by 

he ballot h P ° n K th0 battlefi6ld and ^ 
we ballot-box, be guaranteed to all, I 



and that our citizens of every color 

and cl"" 



clime be protected in their per- 
sons, property, business, lite, liberty, 



and religion 

Brother Lynch accepted the amend- 
ment, and, after some remarks by 
Brother Brakeman, in which he de- 
plored the action of the conference in 
rejecting his report, the preamble and 
resolutions were passed. 

The conference authorized W. N. 
D rnell to transfer the sum of $417 
now in his possession to Kev. A. C. 
M'Donald. to be used in building a 
church at Okalona, Vlississippi. 

It was moved that N. L. Brake- 
man, Emperor Williams, and W. M. 
Henry be a committee on the prepara- 
tion and publication of the minutes. 
Motion carried. Moved and carried 
that the committee .on the publica- 
tion of the minutes furnish the 
manascript to the New Orleans 
Advocate, and that they be pub- 
lished in pamphlet form from the 
same type. 

It was moved and carried that when 
( the minutes are published they be sent 
to the presiding elders in quantities 
proportionate to the number of mem- 
bers in each district, and that they 
(the elders) be responsible for the ex- 
pense of publication. 

On motion discretion was given to 
the publishing committee concerning 
the matter to be published in the min- 
utes, and their decision will be authori- 
tive in that matter. 

Each presiding elder was appointed 
an examining committee on all the 
local preachers and under graduates in 
his district. 

Kev. W. M. Henry was appointed 
to preach the missionary sermon, and 
Rev. James Lynch to preach the an- 
nual sermon. 

N. L: Brakeman presented the fol- 
lowing report of day schools : 

The plan for parochial schools which 
was formed at the last session of our 
conference was prosecuted in the New 
Orleans district with some success. 
Communication was had with the 
Freedmen's aid society oi our church 
at Cincinnati, and aid received for four 
schools and six teachers, for which we 
desire hereby to express our thanks. 

The Freedmen's aid society of our 
church, being obliged to suspend its 
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schools, and the school board of the 
public schools of New Orleans propos- 
ing to rent our churches and open free 
schools for the colored people, it was 
deemed advisable to accept their offer 
so far as practicable. 

The schools in the Orphan's honn 
and at Baton Rouge are still in part 
supported by the Freedinen's aid 
society at Cincinnati. Wesley chapel 
supports a large and flourishing inde- 
pendent school. During the last year 
the trustees of that church have pur- 
chased grounds and erected a good 
building known as Wesleyan hall for 
its use. The grounds and house are 
worth at least $7,500, and the sehool, 
undftr the superintendence of R. W. 
Bowie, is an excellent one. 

The following are the statistics of 
the schools in the district so far as 
reported. 

Schools. 

Wesley chapel 1 

Marais street 1 

Poet street 1 

Sixth street 1 

Jefferson 1 

First street 1 

Carrollton 1 

Parapet 1 

Baton Ronge 1 

Cliuton 1 

Maadeville 1 

La Harpe 1 



reaobers. Scholars. 
2 275 
2 150 
200 
75 
100 
120 
30 
33 
180 
75 
50 
222 



12 



23 



1510 



The Auditing Committee made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Auditing the ac- 
counts of the presiding elders have 
examined the accounts of Rev. N. L. 
Brakeman, and find that he has re- 
ceived during the past year the sum 
of $17,150. 

Pie shows the proper vouchers for 
the expenditure, $17,120. 

Leaving a balance in the hands of 
Brother Brakeman, $30. 

WM. N. DARNELL, 

Chairman. 

Rev. W. N. Darnell's accounts ex- 
amined, and found correct. He has a 
balance still on hand of $417 00 which 
the Conference instructed him to turn 
over to Rev. A. C. McDonald, his 
seccessor, to build a church at Oka- 
lona, Mississippi. 



Examined the accounts of Rev. R. 
K. Diossv— found them correct. A 
small balance yet remained unexeno- 
ed, which the Conference instructed 
him to turn over to W. M. -Henry, 
Treasurer of Conference. 

W. M. HENRY, 

of the Auditing Com. 

The bishop explained that local 
preachers employed last year were not 
entitled to back pay, and that men are 
not to preach without proper author- 
ity, which authority must first come 
from the quarterly conference of which 
such men are members, and hoped all 
concerned would remember this law 
and obey it. 

Rev. N. L. Brakeman ottered the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
conference are due and are hereby 
tendered to the pastor and members 
of Marais street Methodist Episcopal 
church and to all the families who 
have so kindly and hospitably enter- 
tained the brethren of the conference 
at this session, and that this resolu- 
tion be published in the minutes. 

The minutes were then read and ap- 
proved, when the bishop gave out the 
22lst hymn, commencing: 

"And let our bodies pari." 
After the singing of which, Rev. S. 
Chinn led in prayer. 

The bishop then requested Rev. 
James M. Bryan to sing the 207 
hymn, commencing : 

"Lori of the harvest hear 
Thy needy servauts cry." 
Before reading the appointments 
the bishop said that he had watched 
the work in this conference with 
deep interest, knowing, that it 
must prosper, but it had succeeded 
beyond his expectations. He came 
here with high h >pes, but they had 
been more than met. He knew 
through what the brethren had to pass, 
the laws under which they had lived, 
their limited privileges, and the diffi- 
culty of acquiring knowledge from 
books. But a better day had come, 
and they must improve it, and make 
advancement. They were capable of 
improvement He knew some of these 
men before he saw them. They had 
been recommended to him by old citi- 
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zens here as good men. They had 
proved themselves everyway worthy 
of the commendation. He urged the 
brethren to stand up for Jesus — to 
f^tand up like men. Be wise as ser 
pents, harmless as doves. Be sons of 
consolation, messengers of ^ mercy, 
preachers of peace. He courageous — 
meet difficulty and danger with firm- 
ness, and in the face of every foe suv, 
"By God's grace I will conquer/" Re- 
member the great commission says, 
"Go!" No conditions stated, but* a 
command given, " Go!" Go every- 
where, "and as you go preach." 
Preach the Gospel to every creature, 
and remember the blessed promise, 
"Lo, lam with you always, even unto 
the end of the world !" 

THE APPOINTMENTS. 

Question 17. "IV here are the preach- 
ers stationed this year?" Answer, 

Appointments of the Mississippi 
ituseion Conference lor 1868. 

SOUTH NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT — J. P. NEW- 
MAN. PRESIDING ELDER, AND PASTOR OF 
AMES CHURCH. 

Fourth district and Sixth street, W. 
M. Henry. 

Wesley Chapel, A. Ross. 
First street, H. G-een. 

NORTH NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT— N. L. BRAKE- 
MAN, PRESIDING ELDER. 

Marais street, S Chinn. 

Laharpe street, E. P. Royal. 

Poet street, E. Green. 
; Jefferson and Carrollton, E. Wil- 
liams. 

Boss Chapel and Camp Parapet, J. 

Gould. 

Baton Rouge, J. Haywnrd. 
Clinton, P. Yarborough. 
Campbell's Chapel, R. Hodge. 
Mandeville, Levi Johnson. 
Live Oak, A. Gunby. 
Ascension, to be supplied. 
Gainesville, to be supplied. 
Springfield, G. Washington. 
Pass Christian, M. B. Avery. 



OrELOUSAS DISTRICT — R. K. DIOSSY. PlUSiDlNG 
ELDER. V'/^W 

Donaldsonville, T. Kennedy. 
Thibodaux, E. Grimes. 
Houina, J. M. Vance. 
, Franklin, R. K. Diossy; J. Lea, as- 
sistant. 

• St. Martinsville, J. M. Bryan. 
Opelousas, E. Jackson. 
Holmesville, A. Hilton. 
Alexandria, S. M. Sjrjall. 
Natchitoches, E. Hay ward. 
Shrove port, Thomas Keith. 
Washita, J. R. Fenner. 
Morehouse, Henry Sims. 

ACKSON DISTRICT — JAMES LYNCH, PRESIDING 
ELDER. 

Vicksburg, Lev Baker. 

Yazoo City, T. Gibbs. 

Jackson, M. Adams, J.Anderson. 

Brandon, M. Proctor. 

Meridian, W. Murrill. 

Marion, to be supplied. 

Enterprise, O. Jones. 

Shabuta, J. Fern. 

Canton, A. Handy. 

Big Black, to be supplied. 

Clinton, to be supplied. 

Shugubah, to be supplied. 

Durant, E. Scarborough. 

Macon, W. Jones. 

HOLLY SPRINGS DISTRICT — A. C. MCDONALD, 
PRESIDING ELDER. 



Rev. W. M. Darnell and Rtv. J. 
English transferred to the Missouri 
and Arkansas conference. 



Holly Springs, A. Williams. 
Columbus, H. Ryan. 
Aberdeen, W. Holmes. 
Aberdeen circuit, J. Dobson. 
West Point, to be supplied. 
Oakalona, to be supplied. 
Guntown, to be supplied. 
Corinth, J. Jones. 
Oxford, A. Phillips. 
Grenada, D. S. Green. 
Panola, to be supplied. 
Water Valley, to be supplied. 
Hernando, to be supplied. 
Ponticoke, to be supplied. 



